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Pongal festival is celebrated by offering cooked
rice with ghee and sugar (sweet Pongal) to God
Surya Narayana as a mark of our gratitude for
his help in making the crops grow and mature.

In the month ofKumba or Masi Sivarathri is
celebrated. In the next month of   Phalguni
(March) Holi Festival is celebrated in North
India. In the month of Chitra (April) Sri Rama
Navami is celebrated.    In the next month
Vaikasi Visakam is celebrated.In the month of
Simha(August) Krishna's birthday or Gokula
Ashtami and Vinayaka Chaturti are cele-
brated. Vaikunta Ekadasi is celebrated  in
Margasirsha month to remind people that their
goal in life is attainment of salvation.

During festivals in temples why are idols taken
to the streets?

To commemorate the services of devotees like
Alwars, Nayanmars and Acharyas, their  birth
days are celebrated in temples. In every temple
the annual Brahma Utsavam is celebrated for
ten days usually in Phalguni or Chitrai month.
Every day the idol is decorated and taken in
Palanquins or Vahanas along streets. When the
idol is brought before a house, the inmates of
the house worship and offer fruits.   They feel
as if God Himself has visited their homes. On the
Car Festival Day, the idol is taken in the
decorated wooden car and pulled by people be-
longing to all castes. No caste feeling is shown.
Thus the festivals help remove social differences
and enable us to lead a spiritual way of life.